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with all his accustomed ardour he threw himself into the
task.
He wasted no time, but immediately dashed about inter-
viewing the * powers that be'; Castlereagh,* who received
him " with great kindness and cordiality "l j Lord Camden
at East Sheen, who assured him that Pitt's friendship for Lord
Wellesley was as warm as ever, and that he could reckon on
his support; Lord Bathurstf at Cirencester, and then the
great Pitt $ himself, with whom he rode from Wimbledon
Common to London.
We rode very slowly [he wrote his brother Richard] and I had a full
opportunity of discussing with him and explaining all the points in our
late system in India, to which objections had been made, which were
likely to make any impression upon him ... I explained to him, as I
had done to Lord Camden, how much you had felt his silence upon all
the events of your administration, and your apprehension that its general
tenor had not been approved by him; and I told him that I was con-
vinced that you would receive the greatest satisfaction when you would
read the account of the handsome manner in which he had spoken of
you in a late debate. He then spoke of you in the strongest and hand-
somest terms, and said that till the late opportunity, of which he had
availed himself, none had offered in which he could have spoken ... I
have seen Pitt several times since; he has always been very civil to me,
and has mentioned you in the most affectionate terms.2
But the famous statesman seems also to have taken a great
liking to Lord Wellesley's brother Arthur :
1 Supp. Despatches^ Vol. IV> p. $34.         2 /&'</., pp. 5^7, 638.
* Stewart, Robert, Viscount Casdereagh, 1769-1822, the famous
Tory statesman. He held many Government posts, and was at this
particular period President of the Board of Control, and had been much
mixed up in Indian affairs. In July 1805 became Secretary of State for
War, without, however, relinquishing his presidency of the Board of
Control. He was a great friend of Arthur Wellesley, whom he had
known in his early youth in Ireland.
\ Bathurst, Henry, 3rd Earl. Statesman. 1762-1834. He had been
on the Board of Control 1793-1802.
^ Pitt, William, the great statesman, 1759-1806. He became Prime
Minister before he was 25 in 1783, and again in May 1804.
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